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Youth services librarians network to stretch public dollars. 


“Idaho Libraries exist for the public 
good. They promote reading and literacy, 
contribute to higher productivity of indi- 
viduals and society, and are a basic ele- 
ment of a democratic society. 

“In our vision of the future, a library 
is a dynamic entity with the mission of 
connecting people with the information 
that they want or need. Local, state, and 
federal goverments share the responsi- 
bility for funding library services, thereby 
contributin to a more responsible citi- 
zenry and a better quality of life for the 
individual. Because of broad-based gov- 
ernment support, libraries are gateways 
to sources of information beyond their 
walls, and their resources are readily 
shared across jurisdictional boundaries. 

“In all parts of our vast and diverse 
state, Idaho’s citizens rely upon their li- 
braries to further their education, to en- 
hance their skills in the workplace, to 
fully function in today’s global society, 


and to enrich and enjoy their daily lives.” 
(From the “Vision of Idaho Libraries.”’) 

The following actions are requested 
from state government to support basic 
information needs of Idaho citizens. 

1. Fund the Library Improvement . 

Account. 

The State of Idaho has the responsibil- 
ity to provide public library services to its 
people in both the urban and rural areas of 
the state. (I.C. 33-2513). 

Funding the Library Improvement Ac- 
count through the Idaho State Library bud- 
get request at $750,000 ($.68 for each Ida- 
hoan) would allow Idaho public libraries to 
improve and share their public library col- 
lections and provide incentives for 
countywide library use. 

2. Support legislation enabling techni- 
cal changes to existing library laws. 

Now that the library community has had 
a chance to use these laws, some minor 
changes need to be made. 
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3. Support funding for the State 
Library budget to continue existing 
programs at a proactive level. 

- Programs crucial to the Idaho library 
community are funded through the State 
Library’s annual budget. The Idaho State 
Talking Book Library, Interlibrary Loan 
Program and consulting services allim- — 
pact the quality of all libraries and pro- 
vide direct services to many of the state’s 
citizens. 

4. Vote against legislation that 
censors or limits Idaho citizens’ 
access to information available 

through Idaho libraries. 

For more information, please contact 
Adrien Taylor, ILA Legislative Com- 
mittee Co-Chair, (208) 385-1621,or Ann 
Joslin, Idaho State Library Associate Di- 
rector for Development, (208) 334-2153 
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